Anointing with Oil

A man named Simon invited Jesus to have dinner at his house. Simon was a member of a very
strict religious group called Pharisees. He invited Jesus into his home because he had heard
about all of the miraculous things that he had been doing and that many people thought that he
was a prophet. No doubt, he wanted everyone to know that Jesus had visited in his home so it
would make him look important in the eyes of his friends.

As they began to eat dinner, a woman, who was known to be a sinner, came into the house. She
had heard that Jesus had been invited to eat there and she wanted to see him and be near him.
She stood behind Jesus, and because she loved him so much, she began to cry. Her tears fell on
the feet of Jesus and, since she had nothing with which to dry his feet, the woman knelt down
and began to dry the feet of Jesus with her hair. Then she took some expensive perfume and
began to rub it on his feet.

Simon was upset by what he saw and said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would
know that this woman had spent her life sinning and should have nothing to do with her.”

Jesus could see that Simon was upset, but his response to Simon was quite surprising. He said
to him, "Look at this woman kneeling here. When | came into your home, you didn’t offer me
water to wash the dust from my feet, but she has washed them with her tears and wiped them
with her hair. You didn’t greet me with a kiss, but from the time I first came in, she has not
stopped kissing my feet. You didn't give me the courtesy of olive oil to anoint my head, but she
has anointed my feet with rare perfume. I tell you, her sins—and they are many—have been
forgiven, so she has shown me much love. But a person who is forgiven little shows only little
love."

Then Jesus said to the woman, "Your sins are forgiven."
Jesus wanted to teach that the more a person forgives, the more he will love. Jesus wanted

to show that Simon had little understanding of God’s love and forgiveness, since he
doubted Jesus’ authority in the first place.



